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and she neither went to the church, nor he to the meeting, and yet here was nothing but kindness and affection between them all this while.
Sist. I never heard anything of this before.
Eld. Sist. But I have heard a great deal more from her, and from him too ; though she loves him to an extremity, and, to give him his due, he merits all her affection, yet as she is a very sober, religious woman, she is ready to break her heart to think sometimes what a life she lives, she can scarce ever talk to me of anything else; I having been something more intimate with her on these occasions than ordinary.
Sist. What has she to complain of? Has she not a kind husband ? And does he not give her all the liberty and freedom in the world ? Does she not go as fine, and dress as well as she pleases? Does he not keep her a coach, and give her leave to give her own liveries, and go where, and do what she will ? Does she not live like a queen ? What can she complain of?
Eld. Sist. Her case, in a word, sister, is the very case our dear mother warned us of; and it is not hard to tell you what she has to complain of; she is a very sober, religious woman, that serves God night and day, with a sincerity and devotion not easy to be found among women, as the world goes now, and I'll tell you what grieves her, and what she complains of: her husband is as religious too, in his way, as she is in hers; but as there is no harmony or concurrence in their several principles and ways of worship, so there can be no public, stated, family worship. He does not join with her, nor she cannot join with them; so all the thing called family religion, the glory of a married state, and the comfort of family society, is entirely lost; the servants are left ungoverned, the children unguided; and